
“One of life’s most painful moments comes when we must admit that we  
didn’t do our homework, that we are not prepared.” ~ Merlin Olsen
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My Annual Bookshelf

This week I had a great idea that I'd like to share with you.  I've written before that reading 
quality nonfiction books that are relevant to your life gives you a massive strategic 
advantage compared to those who don't.  Books are very available and affordable, so the 
only problems are (1) prioritizing what to read and when, (2) having the time and energy 
to read them, and (3) finding a quiet time and place to read.  The first problem is especially 
challenging for a bibliophile like me who has over 3,400 books in my library (don't judge; 
everyone needs a tsundoku).  For me, my first problem is being able to see all of my books 
so I know where they are and to keep them top of mind.  Yes, not having enough 
bookshelves is a First World/Western civilization problem.

There are hundreds of books in my library that I would love to start reading immediately.  
Recently I've been learning a lot about the productivity technique of time blocking (which I 
plan to write about in a future issue) and realized that if I applied it to my personal 
reading program, it would force me to prioritize which books to read this year, as well as 
allowing me to schedule the time necessary to read them so that my success would be 
virtually guaranteed.

I decided to prioritize my reading plan for this year based on the four words/themes I 
chose for this year (thrive, organize, read/learn and support).  First I needed to find a 
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central, visible place where I could store all of these books together.  I have a bookcase/ 
cabinet that I previously used to store my personal effectiveness library—books that I 
could select to read to my son.  Now that he's in college, I decided to repurpose the 
bookcase to store the books I plan to read this year.  It has three shelves, and each shelf 
can hold about 33 books, which is perfect for my target of reading 100 books. 

 
The first shelf is devoted to health-related books (primarily longevity and movement) and 
personal effectiveness books (primarily time management and organization).  Next are a 
handful of technical books about specific software, serving as an executor or how (due to 
recent changes in the law) traditional IRAs and 401(k)s are now significantly less 
attractive than they were (and they weren't really attractive even then).  There are some 
books about risk and decision making that could help me become a better investment 
advisor.  The rest of the bookshelves (about half) are dedicated to what I consider 
existential threats (The Great Reset, mass immigration and radical Islam).  There are also a 
few history books (which I like to read late at night just before I go to bed).

Winnowing my books to read down to just three shelves was extremely difficult.  I put 
books that almost made the cut on top of the bookcase, like a fourth shelf.  This 
prioritization forced me to confront the fact that I have a finite amount of time and energy 
to devote to reading this year.  I could always decide to add different books to the shelf 
later, but I would first need to remove enough to make room for them.  Having all of the 
books visible reminds me of my project, and seeing the shelves slowly empty will keep me 
motivated to read more.  
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I would love to hear from you!  If you have any comments, suggestions, insight/wisdom, or 
you'd like to share a great article, please leave a comment. 

Disclaimer

The content of this newsletter is intended to be and should be used for informational/ educational 
purposes only.  You should not assume that it is accurate or that following my recommendations will 
produce a positive result for you.  You should either do your own research and analysis, or hire a qualified 
professional who is aware of the facts and circumstances of your individual situation. 

Financial Preparedness LLC is not a registered investment advisor.  I am not an attorney, accountant, 
doctor, nutritionist or psychologist.  I am not YOUR financial planner or investment advisor, and you are 
not my client.

Investments carry risk, are not guaranteed, and do fluctuate in value, and you can lose your entire 
investment.  Past performance is not indicative of future performance.  You should not invest in something  
you don't understand, or put all of your eggs in one basket.

Before starting a new diet or exercise regimen, you should consult with a doctor, nutritionist, dietician, or 
personal trainer.


