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The Literacy Crisis

Recently I came across this stunning statistic: About 54% of U.S. adults (ages 16-74) —
roughly 130 million people — read below a 6th-grade level. What? Holy cow! How is that
even possible?

While researching this problem, I came across this article that includes these shocking
statistics:

In 2023, 28% of U.S. adults scored at or below Level 1 literacy, indicating significant
difficulty with everyday reading tasks; 29% scored at Level 2 (basic reading proficiency but
challenges with complex texts). Approximately 21% of U.S. adults (45 million) are
functionally illiterate, reading below a fifth-grade level and unable to complete basic
reading tasks. The average American reads at a 7th- to 8th-grade level. U.S. adults scoring
in the lowest literacy levels (Level 1 or below) increased by 9 percentage points between
2017 and 2023.

Two-thirds of U.S. adults with low literacy skills are U.S.-born, while 34% are foreign-born.
Only 53% of U.S. immigrants are proficient English speakers. White and Hispanic adults
represent the largest segments of those with low literacy skills, at 35% and 34%,
respectively.


https://www.nu.edu/blog/49-adult-literacy-statistics-and-facts/

Seventy-five percent of prisoners did not complete high school or are classified as low
literate, while 75% of welfare recipients have the lowest two levels of literacy. Half of the
unemploved between ages 16 and 21 are functionally literate. Nearly 80% of those who
live in poverty read at Level 2 or below.

Children surrounded by adults with low literacy rates are 72% more likely to have a low
reading level in school. A mother’s reading skill is the greatest determinant of her
children’s future academic success, outweighing other factors such as neighborhood and
family income.

The gap between the highest- and lowest-performing adults widened between 2017 and
2023, with top scorers remaining steady while low scorers increased. And finally, 44% of
American adults do not read a book in a year (so they must not have a tsundoku or an
annual bookshelf).

Literacy rates vary greatly by state, with the lowest levels stretching from California
through the South, plus New York.
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28% of the population in Texas has a
literacy proficiency at or below Level 1.

Map: APM Research Lab - Source: PIAAC - Get the data - Created with Datawrapper


https://financialpreparedness.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/260123_FP258.pdf
https://financialpreparedness.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/230707_FP126.pdf
https://financialpreparedness.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/210409_FP9.pdf

Of course this is an alarming and disastrous situation for America that makes the country
ripe for dysfunction at best and collapse or conquest at worst.

Being illiterate must be similar to being blind or deaf because it makes so much of the
world unavailable to you. Think of all of the things you can't do: navigate the Internet
(including email), read text messages, pass a driving test, read a letter, make a grocery list,
read the news, understand instructions, know your rights, learn about history, practice a
religion, learn how to improve your health, wealth and personal effectiveness, understand
warning alerts, know what the laws are, earn a diploma or degree, complete an application
for a job, bank account or credit card, sign a lease, mortgage or other contract, understand
an insurance policy, etc.

How did we get here? The website above notes that “The pandemic is considered a major
reason for recent declines in literacy rates, as students lost significant instructional time.”
Sure, but I think you could also blame government schools and lazy or incompetent
teachers, far shorter attention spans due to the rise of television, computers, video games,
the Internet and cell phones, the breakup of the nuclear family (less time, energy and
money available for books and spending time together as a family by reading together),
the exploitation of addictive substances and activities such as drugs, social media and
sports betting, the dumbing down of our society and culture, and the importation of tens
of millions of illiterate, uneducated and low 10 people from Third World nations.

If we can't find a way to pull ourselves out of this educational death spiral, we will face a
new Dark Ages going forward.
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I would love to hear from you! If you have any comments, suggestions, insight/wisdom, or
you'd like to share a great article, please leave a comment.

Disclaimer

The content of this newsletter is intended to be and should be used for informational/ educational
purposes only. You should not assume that it is accurate or that following my recommendations will
produce a positive result for you. You should either do your own research and analysis, or hire a qualified
professional who is aware of the facts and circumstances of your individual situation.

Financial Preparedness LLC is not a registered investment advisor. I am not an attorney, accountant,
doctor, nutritionist or psychologist. I am not YOUR financial planner or investment advisor, and you are
not my client.

Investments carry risk, are not guaranteed, and do fluctuate in value, and you can lose your entire
investment. Past performance is not indicative of future performance. You should not invest in something
you don't understand, or put all of your eggs in one basket.

Before starting a new diet or exercise regimen, you should consult with a doctor, nutritionist, dietician, or
personal trainer.
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